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celebrating what God is doing | keeping you informed of what's happening

Warm Spaces:
warm
welcome for
all ages 

Right Buildings
Review is
under way

Light! Sunbursts of light! 
Our Team Rector, Neil, sees the Christ light of hope burning brightly
across Church Wigan even through a difficult winter. 

The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light.
For those who lived in a land of deep shadows—
    light! sunbursts of light!            (Isaiah 9.2 MSG)

Prayer at the
heart of 
Church Wigan

We get creative
this Christmas! 

Taking place during the darkest days of the year, the ancient tradition of Advent has
always drawn on images of light and darkness, recalling Isaiah's prophecy of great
'sunbursts' of hope for those living in shadow and the Fourth Gospel's poetic
description of Jesus as an unquenchable light. Advent is a bright candle in the gloom
of our present difficulties, and its focus on Christ's Second Coming, when 
he will usher in the new creation where there will be no more sickness, or tears, 
or even death, helps us remain watchful and hopeful even when circumstances
seem to point only to disappointment and defeat. 

Certainly, the Advent imagery of 'light! sunbursts of light!' illuminating the deep
shadows of our current situation is apt for us in Church Wigan this winter. The cost-
of-living crisis is already tightening its fearful grip on many; yet our pantries, 'Warm
Spaces' and diverse hospitality offered by the church are blessing a host of
neighbours both young and old. The desperate legacy of Covid in the church has
been, generally, to wither Sunday attendance and traditional sources of income; yet
where the church is reaching out to its neighbours in practical demonstration of
God's love, there is more growth than we've seen for a long time. Moreover, income
for ministries such as our 'Lifted' social justice network and Wigan Next Generation
has been staggering. Light is shining brightly despite the darkness.

Difficult days are ahead, for sure. The Right Buildings Review has begun and while it
is desperately needed, it will inevitably bring us some heartbreak and lament. But let
the stories of hope stir up our faith that God will be with us on our journey through
the shadows. 



Review church wigan

R I G H T
BUILDINGSWarm 

Spaces
Serving our communities in times of need
According to WarmSpaces.org, fuel costs have risen
by 178% since last winter and an estimated 8.2
million people in the UK are already in fuel poverty.
Warm Spaces is a national initiative to provide
places where people who are struggling to heat
their home can find not just a warm room but also
a warm welcome.

Church Wigan has embraced the concept, opening
a network of Warm Spaces across the deanery.
Coffee mornings and fellowship offer a welcome to
all, and our community pantries have in most cases
extended opening hours and some have added
free or pay-as-you-feel meals and activities for all
ages, from knitting to kids' crafts. Even a simple
invitation of '3 Ts' - tea, toast and talk - with a
compassionate listening ear and the offer of prayer
is blessing many of our neighbours.

Louise Ashcroft serves in the Warm Space at Tom's
Pantry in Poolstock and has seen the impact it has
had on young parents. 'Almost instantly we saw a
huge uptake on the warm space. In the very first
week we had a parent come into church who had
not stepped foot inside before. They received such
a warm welcome that before leaving they booked
their toddler in for baptism in the new year!' 
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Network of Kindness 
Church Wigan's Lifted social justice ministries have
become a hub in the regional Network of Kindness.
The Network is facilitated by Together Liverpool, a
charity helping faith groups connect and promote
social action activities which generate community
wellbeing and social inclusion.

To celebrate our new partnership, the Executive
Director of Together Liverpool, James Green, pre- 

sented Lifted with an apple
tree and a prayer that the
Network of Kindness in the
deanery will grow and bear
fruit. The tree itself will be
nurtured by our Growing
Hope worship community.

'Right Buildings' is part of a wider diocesan review to
discern prayerfully and objectively what range of
buildings will help us best fulfil the mission Jesus is
giving us today and into the future.

Of course, all our buildings are special, with long
histories of serving and blessing our communities. 
But with our parishes facing the complex challenge of
supporting beloved yet expensive buildings in a time of
financial difficulty, fewer volunteers and changing
ministry needs, it's vital we now take time to work out,
together, which buildings we can keep and which, sadly,
we cannot.

The review will take a year and include activities such as
visiting all our buildings, meeting local leaders and
engaging in wider consultation. It will be led by the
Right Buildings Team of local people supported by an
expert professional provided by the diocese. Due to
the large number of buildings in Wigan, the team will
work initially as two groups led by Michelle Prior and
Cliff Unsworth, who are vastly experienced lay officers.
They recognise this will be an immensely challenging
task but are committed to helping us work together in
a transparent, honest and prayerful way to form a
realistic plan for the future of our buildings in Wigan.

'The issue of church buildings is not a new problem
we've been landed with,' explains Cliff. 'It's often the
elephant in the room, so it's good that we are
addressing it.' Michelle agrees. 'Hard decisions will have
to be made but, to leave a sustainable legacy to future
generations, we must get on and do it now.'

Now that the team has been assembled, the first step
will be to agree terms of reference and plan the data
collection and technical and community visits to every
building. An accompanying communications campaign
will help you keep up to speed on progress. 

Cliff Unsworth leads RB Team Group A.
Team members include: Martin O'Kane,
David Ashcroft, Andrew Fishburn, Toni
Wade, Dorothy Harrison, Roy Prescott. 

Michelle Prior leads RB Team Group B.
Team members include: Val Parr, Colin
Clark, Rev Mike Perrin, Eric Grindrod,
Mansell High, Chris Wood. 



CALEB WALK  

On 8th October 75 people from Church Wigan and
ecumenical partners took part in the first 'Caleb'
prayer walk across the land of Wigan, starting in eight
outlying communities and finishing together in 
 Mesnes Park in the town centre.

Organiser Dave Sixsmith explains the significance of
the name Caleb Walk. 'In Joshua 14.9 we read that
Caleb received a promise: that wherever his feet trod
in the land, God would gift it as a blessing to him and
his descendants. Like Caleb, in faith we stepped out
and walked through the many comm-unities in and
around Wigan, and asked God that we might have an
inheritance in them. Of course, the inheritance we
seek isn't ownership or domination, but that all our
neighbours might experience the grace, indeed the
overflowing blessing, of God.' 

It was wonderful to walk and pray with people from
other denominations and a group from St Anne's
Shevington. It bolstered our faith and prayers; it also
helped us form new friendships and a strong sense
of unity in the gospel. 

After the Caleb Walk Rev Jenny Brown of St Anne's
Shevington reflected, 'It doesn't feel like the end of an
event but the beginning of a purpose.' Indeed we will
continue prayer-walking through different parts of
the borough on a regular basis, blessing them that,
through Jesus, there wlll be transformed people and
places. 
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Prayer at the heart
The bible tells us that faith and deeds must go hand-in-hand. Therefore we
want to stir up prayer at the heart of everything we do, providing spiritual
fuel for our practical service of blessing our communities. 

LOCAL HOUSES OF PRAYER DAY

Church Wigan hosted a Local Houses of Prayer training
day at St Thomas' Ashton on 5th November. The event
was well attended, drawing visitors from as far afield as
Rugby and Blackpool.

Local Houses of Prayer, or LHOP, is a global movement 
 with origins in the extraordinary work of God at the
Ffald-y-Brenin retreat centre in Wales. Their mission is
to help local churches pray for God's kingdom to come 
 in their particular area of earth, and a key way God has
used LHOP is the rediscovery of the power of blessing.

LHOP's Anne de Leyser says, '5th November was a
significant day. It was the first time we presented our 
 draft LHOP Resources for Kids and Families. A few
years ago, Church Wigan's prayer coordinator, Carol
Foster, asked me about resources for Kids. I sensed at
the time that we need to develop such resources, so it
felt right that we were able to unveil this in Wigan.'

On the day we also welcomed representatives from
LHOP's partner organisation Novo which enables
disciple making movements across the nations, and in
particular the Middle East. They encouraged us with
stories of worshipping communities growing amongst
young children in places like Glasgow, and the
importance of 'activating prayer.' 

Typically commencing with only two or three people,
LHOPs offer a framework to help us align our lives for 
greater blessing and impact in our
world for Jesus Christ right where
we are. If you would like to know
more, contact Carol on:
twprayercarol.fos@gmail.com
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Contact Church Wigan

Check out your own local church social media
pages and newsletters to find out about other
Christmas events taking place in your area.

PRAY online with us every day 9am & 9pm
on www.facebook.com/ChurchWigan

DONATE to our 'Lifted' relief work
www.churchwigan.org/justgiving

For general enquiries call 01942 410910 or info@churchwigan.org
Phone anytime, leave a message and someone will get back to you.

Food or pastoral care contact foodprovision@churchwigan.org

The people of Wigan West Parish have got together
with Highfield Cricket Club and Highfield Community
Hall to hold a special Christmas Market in and around
St Matthew's Parish Hall. Organiser Martin Gaskell was
on hand to give us a sneak preview of what to expect.

'It will be an all-day event. The gates open at 11am,
with activities happening throughout the day, and a
finish time of around 9pm. Inside the hall there will be
25 stalls including local artisan traders alongside your
traditional Christmas fare stalls such as cake stalls and
tombola's.

The festive fun will continue on the field as well, he
informs us. 'Outside will be food and entertainment.
You can enjoy paella, crepes, even Christmas-dinner-
in-a-Yorkshire-pudding, and wash it all down at the
German beer stall or with Christmas cocktails and
mulled wine. Entertainment on the main stage will start
around midday, with choirs from across Wigan
including school choirs and Church Wigan's own
Lifelines dementia friends singers. There will also be
performers from Wigan Youth Zone and at 4.30pm,
Pemberton Old Band will be leading us in community
carol singing.' 

'For the children we will be having an outside Nativity
trail which will take them on a tour through the
Christmas Story. This needs to be prebooked on the
Eventbrite website where you can find details by typing
'Christmas Experience Nativity Trail' into the search
bar.'

'Of course, all this needs some expert MC-ing,' adds
Martin with a twinkle in his eye, 'So we've got Dave
Guest, ex-Chief Correspondent of BBC Northwest, for
some of the day. Come and help us celebrate!'

Our food pantries sharing the love of
God during this Christmas season 

Church Wigan Food Pantry
Christmas Opening Hours

Ashton Pantry
St Thomas' Church Hall

Dec 22 3-4pm 
Dec 24 11am-12noon 
Closed Christmas day
Dec 27 11am-12noon 
Dec 29 3-4pm 
Dec 31 11am-12noon 
Closed New Year’s Day
Jan 3 11am-12noon 

JEDS Pantry
St Stephen's Whelley
Dec 20 9am-1pm  
Closed Dec 27 & Jan 3
Jan 9 9am -1pm 

The Pantry 
Christ Church, Ince 

Dec 22 9am-12noon  
Dec 29 9am-12noon 

St. Nathaniel’s 
Platt Bridge

Dec 22  9am-1pm
Dec 23  Christmas Café
11.30-2.30pm 
Dec 29 9am–1pm 

Tom’s Pantry
 St James Poolstock

 Dec 23 Christmas Feast 12-
2pm 
Dec 28 9.30am-12.30pm 
Dec 30 9.30am-12.30pm  

For emergency referrals 
contact foodprovision@

churchwigan.org


