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Church Wigan News
Through Jesus: transformed people, transformed places

'New life
springing up'

Signs of hope in an uncertain world
Last September we explored the vision God has given Church Wigan. Rooted in the
prophetic imagery of Isaiah 35, we believed God would make dry and thirsty
communities in and around Wigan bloom with new life as his people returned from a
time of what felt like anguish and exile at the hands of Covid and all the other
uncertainties and fears at large in the world.

Meet Lucy
Haigh from
Wellspring

One year on, as we look around, it seems God has been true to his word. While
things are still fragile, hope and confidence are growing in the worshipping
communities of Church Wigan. In this issue you can read how some church wardens
are perceiving encouraging shoots of recovery.
Sam Nicholson, our Area Dean, is encouraged by the sense of togetherness. 'I see
people in our churches being serious about working together with others to listen to
God and discern his plans for this season.' This is not just inside the church,
apparently. 'I love that Wigan Council actively want to work with us on a range of
issues. We, the church, are a people of hope and such opportunities allow us to
speak hope into what are still difficult situations.'
Our churches have also been engaging with a growing number of young people.
Sandra Cullen, local missional leader at St Andrew's Springfield, reports, 'We have
been encouraged by the young people coming to Tuesday evening communion,
which is something new we've been trialling in the summer months. New families are
attending our cafe church. Even if it's to get a mark for a school, this is still more than
we've seen in previous years.'
'Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.'
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Romans 12.12

What is the
Brighter School
of Discipleship?

Exploring
prophecy in
Church Wigan

'New life springing up.'

Churchwardens report on a growing togetherness and some encouraging
signs of recovery.
Fred Allen, assistant churchwarden has some very
positive stories about what is happening in
Chapelfields parish. Above all he's thankful for the
great team of people who have been committed to
helping in practical ways.

One of the highlights has been the introduction of the
chaplaincy team in Marsh Green. Already there are
ten Chaplains with plans to expand into other areas.
There is a weekly Tuesday prayer meeting held at St
Francis led by the chaplaincy team and open to all in
the parish, and Jimmy points out that they seek to
always be guided by the Spirit. God is truly doing
some amazing things.

There have also been important events to reach out
to the community. 430 people of all ages joined the
recent walk of witness in Hindley, including friends
from ecumenical partners. As part of the Jubilee
weekend in early June over 80 people attended a
Jubilee party for the benefit of those in the area,
enjoying food, drinks and friendship. It was so good
to see the community come together again
.
The Rev’d Steve Clark has also been instrumental in
helping the community through his ministry and
although over the last two years they have had their
challenges, there is a strong feeling of hope and
optimism going forward.

David Garrington, churchwarden for Wigan North
East has been in the post since the start of Church
Wigan and even from before then. At St Stephens
where he is based they have noticed that although
there has been a slight drop in numbers since lockdown, other areas are thriving. The pantry is a great
success story and brings in people from a wide area.
He is also enthusiastic about how new friendships
have been formed across the Hub and how there is a
great sense of togetherness. This began when Zoom
services were happening for the Hub and this has
continued in joint ventures such as the men's
breakfasts, an afternoon tea event at St Elizabeth's
and many more.

Jimmy McCarrick, churchwarden for Wigan North
West has only been in the job for a few weeks and
although he wasn’t sure initially about accepting the
position he now believes that this is definitely God’s
calling. He has received overwhelming support from
the other wardens and assistant wardens and from
clergy and congregations, and he is particularly
happy to see 'new life springing up and a growing
sense of togetherness.'

Let us give thanks for all the churchwardens and
assistant wardens who serve us so tirelessly behind
the scenes. We pray that God refreshes them, gives
them wisdom and, above all, that He continues to
grant them eyes to see the wonderful things, big and
small, that He is doing in our parishes.

A big thank you
to Rachel, Katie
and all the team
who put on a
great event at
Surfstage 2022
over the Jubilee
weekend.
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Wellspring

Why do people
like belonging
to Wellspring?

Lucy Haigh, local missional
leader, talks about the new
style worshipping community
done in partnership with St
Paul's CE Primary School
How did the idea for Wellspring come about?
For many years St Paul's school and church have
worked together closely. Although there was a thriving
afterschool faith club, we recognised the importance of
reaching out to the parents, carers and families of the
pupils too. So in 2017 a small team of church members
and school staff, including head teacher Mrs Jackson,
started meeting regularly to pray and discuss what this
could look like. The result was Wellspring, to 'build
community and explore faith.'

'I meet people I wouldn't usually meet.'
Friendship and support - 'I feel wanted.'
'I Love the gardening.'
'It breaks up the week.'
'Good food, good chat!'
Socialising - 'I've gained more confidence.'
'I've never been religious but after coming to
Wellspring I always feel more open minded.'
'I feel more peaceful when I come to Wellspring.'

How did you become involved in this ministry?
When Wellspring was initially formed I helped out as a
volunteer in the kitchen. I was asked to share my
testimony and then to lead a few of the sessions. After
that I was invited to join the leadership team. Eventually I was asked to become leader of Wellspring!
What is the vision and purpose of Wellspring?
Within our leadership team we say that our main
passion is to make disciples and build faith and to
provide a space for grown ups to relax and reflect,
while children do crafts and games. We also come
together and share a cooked meal. We do however see
our role as a small part of a larger web, which can help
people come to find personal faith. This would include
things like Alpha courses, bible study groups and other
church activities. We have had success through
baptism families linking up with Wellspring and
continuing their journey of faith. We would love to
engage with more families and encourage others in
Church Wigan to come along and have a look.

Want to know more about Wellspring?
email lucyhaigh1@hotmail.co.uk

Diary Date
On Saturday 8th October Christians from
different denominations will join together to
walk and pray for all areas of Wigan.

How many belong to Wellspring?
We have 90 people on our register and around 50
attend each week, being made up equally of adults and
children. Numbers can vary: we recently had a school
uniform swap shop event which attracted new
members. We get children and parents not just from St
Pauls but from other schools around the area and this
happens through word of mouth and by hearing about
us on social media. We also have an amazing group of
volunteers who God has brought along at just the right
time and who ensure things continue to run smoothly!

Groups will gather at eight outlying parts of
Wigan and then walk to the centre, to meet up
at Mesnes Park at 2pm. As they go, they will
pray for the communities they pass through,
and that God's glory will be seen in people and
places.
Keep your eye open for more info on our
Facebook pages and through church notices.
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Brighter School of Discipleship

Exploring Prophecy
Laura Keeley tells us how
Church Wigan’s ‘Prophetic
Group’ recently facilitated
a course on listening to
the voice of God.

Hannah Archer gives
us a glimpse into
what the Brighter
School of Discipleship,
or BSD, is all about.

For a while now there has been a number of people
meeting together as a Prophetic Group from across
Church Wigan, to ensure that Wigan is blessed through
prayer and prophecy. There have been several Words
received which have helped to shape the direction of
the Church Wigan leadership team.
Out of this group an idea was formed to run a ‘Be Still’
prophetic course which was a chance for those
interested, to meet with fellow Christians, take time to
listen to what God was saying, and to practise and
develop gifts of the Spirit. The ‘Be Still’ course was set
up to help people recognise that God still speaks to us
today and that He longs to bless His Church through
the gift of Prophecy. It was designed to encourage
people that anyone can hear from God, and to allow
them to meet in a safe place to learn about and
practise the gift.
When asking some of the course members how this
has helped them on their journey, people confirmed
that they have learnt to hear God in many ways and
that it has also helped them to be more confident in
the use of gifts of the Spirit.
The course will be running again later in the year, so if
this is something that you would like to learn more
about, please do get in touch by emailing:
pa.teamleader@churchwigan.org

BSD has been running now for four years. Our aim is
to equip and empower people to be disciples who
make disciples. We do this by inviting our students,
who range from high school age to over 60, to go on
a learning journey together for a year, meeting
weekly to receive practical teaching, do mission,
enjoy fellowship, all in a spirit of prayer and worship.
Already we have seen students become more
confident in who they are in Christ and enabled them
to reach others with the good news. Many of them
have been encouraged to start new mission
initiatives or help lead established ones. One of the
best aspects is multigenerational nature of BSD. We
have seen how older and younger people can really
spark each other's faith, and it makes for a dynamic
group. I’d love to see more and more people from
different church backgrounds and age groups
coming together to grow and learn for His glory.
Neil Cook, Team Rector Church Wigan, comments,
'For a number of years BSD has been quietly raising
missionary disciples in Wigan. Originally designed for
younger people, it now brings together students of all
ages who encourage each other to grow in the
likeness and calling of Jesus. I love seeing the deep
fellowship they share with Jesus and each other; it’s
so much more than mere ‘head’ knowledge. I’m
excited about plans to make BSD more flexible and
accessible so that many more people here can
benefit from this effective and enjoyable ministry.’

PRAY online with us every day 9am & 9pm
on www.facebook.com/ChurchWigan
DONATE to our 'Lifted' relief work
www.churchwigan.org/justgiving

Contact Church Wigan

For general enquiries call 01942 410910 or info@churchwigan.org
Phone anytime, leave a message and someone will get back to you.

Food or pastoral care contact foodprovision@churchwigan.org
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