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Church Wigan News
February 2022

Through Jesus: transformed people, transformed places

All who are thirsty, drink from the well
We ask our Team Leader, Neil Cook, about hopes
and priorities for 2022. 

Church Wigan
working

together with 

The Shed:
Sharing God's 
love with the 
men of Wigan

Rev'd Peter
Whittington 
tells us about
our upcoming

Lent Series
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Neil says, 'It is common for churches to seek out a scriptural verse at the beginning
of a new year to guide them and give focus for mission and ministry for the year
ahead. As we prayed for wisdom and discernment for 2022 we believe the Spirit of
Christ spoke clearly that this will be a year for spiritual refreshment in which we will
drink of the living water of the Spirit and share it with others.

'What a beautiful - and much needed - promise! Nearly two years of restrictions,
sickness, enforced isolation and gnawing fear have left people frustrated and weary
in body, soul and spirit. Many of us have worked hard during this time, and there
have been blessings but, as the psalmist records, our souls thirst for the living God.

'So what could be more important than the invitation for each one of us to joyfully
draw spiritual water from wells of salvation (see Isaiah 12.3)? In Church Wigan we
want to do everything we can to enable every member to be refreshed in their faith,
to grow as a disciple of Jesus, and with a glad heart and beaming smile to share the
blessing with others. Therefore our motto for 2022 will be simply 'Drink from the
well.'  

In this issue of Church Wigan News Peter Whittington explains
what we will do practically to 'drink from the well.' There are
also stories and messages from The Deanery CE High School,
Wigan Council and various ministries in and around Wigan
that reveal how Jesus is at work through Church Wigan,
transforming people and places. 
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explains how the partnership between Church
Wigan and Wigan Council is good news for our
communities. 

Sonia says, 'Here at the town hall, we often speak about
the #TeamWigan approach. Through The Deal, we have
well-established community links and know that we can
achieve better outcomes for our residents by working in
partnership. We are also very proud that our wonderful
borough has a well-defined and unique sense of
community spirit. 
 

'An example of this came recently in the height of the
pandemic when our call-out for volunteers received
hundreds of responses. So many individuals came to
terms with their own personal challenges of living
through the pandemic in order to prioritise helping
others. No doubt some of these volunteers will have links
to Church Wigan, and I’m sure you will also have many
case studies of selfless individuals from within your
network that help others in ways that are life affirming.
So, it’s a real source of optimism then to talk about the
burgeoning partnership between our two organisations
for 2022 and beyond. 
 

'Our initial meetings have been full of enthusiasm, energy
and great ideas, the potential is exciting. Our way of
delivering many of our services, is by splitting areas of the
borough into neighbourhood footprints, this helps us to
provide support on a truly local level. Our neighbourhood
system has many overlaps with your own church hub
network, providing fresh impetus to link between these
two systems will have many advantages. 
 

'Working together, we can strengthen our offer to
residents and use our combined networks to provide
emotional and practical support to those experiencing
hardship. We also have shared goals when it comes to
tackling the impact of climate change and promoting our
borough’s one-of-a-kind culture and heritage. With
combined efforts, we can shout from the rooftops about
all the wonderful things happening in our borough and
the remarkable people that make it happen.' 

Christmas is always a busy end to the term but The
Deanery CE High School was faced with an extra
activity, amid the carol concerts and mock exams: the
long-awaited SIAMS inspection.

SIAMS is a statutory inspection examining the effect-
iveness of the school's distinctive Christian vision. Due
originally in March 2020, it was postponed at  the last
minute by lockdown. The rescheduled inspection so
close to Christmas was a challenge, but one the school
was ready to face after such a long wait.

The SIAMS inspection grades three areas: impact of
collective worship; effectiveness of RE and an overall
grade for the school. According to SIAMS 'Good is the
gold standard' and 'Excellent' is reserved for those
where the descriptions for 'Good' simply don’t do
justice. 'Excellent' schools should be 'strikingly normal,
yet quite extraordinary.'

The inspection lasted two days, involving senior
leaders, staff, students, parents, governors and church
representatives. The inspector also visited lessons,
year group collective worship, form worship and a
number of co-curricular activities. The wonder-ful
outcome is that the school has been judged to be
'Excellent' in all three categories!   

The newly published Inspection report states that 'The
Deanery’s effective Christian vision is firmly rooted in
the Bible. This creates an excellent, inclusive,
aspirational learning community where pupils and
adults are known, nurtured and inspired.'
Head Teacher Martin Wood says, 'We know that many
of you regularly pray for us, and we are so grateful for
the support we receive from Church Wigan.' 

The final weeks of the school term saw students
collecting for Food Ministry Christmas hampers or
supporting the Be Santa to a Senior Campaign. Some
Year 12 students completed community placements
with local charities and others took part in outreach in
the Grand Arcade alongside town centre chaplains and
Wigan Next Generation Team. Local churches also
hosted the school’s carol services. 

SIAMS recognised this trail blazing partnership of
school and church: 'Working together... many initiatives
are thriving. They bring confidence, hope, changed
lives and an understanding that each person is known
and loved as a child of God' 

Great news from 
The Deanery CE 
High School!

Sonia Halliwell, Director of
Customer Transformation
at Wigan Council,

Carol Foster, coordinator of Church Wigan
House of Prayer comments: 'We believe this
growing partnership is fruit of our prayers during
the 'Thy Kingdom Come' prayer initiative last
May. Please keep blessing the Council and
praying for fruitful cooperation' 
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'Your Kingdom come, your will be done'
Peter Whittington, Discipleship Lead, explores the Church
Wigan focus for 2022 and the forthcoming Lent series 

Jesus offers us ‘living water’ that
gives ‘eternal life’ (John 4:10-14) and
flows with the power of the Holy
Spirit in and through our lives (John
7:37-39). Over the last few years we
have spent time as Church Wigan
considering the 'wells', the places in

our communities, where people can come to receive
this ‘living water’ from Jesus. We have thought about
the old wells that need unstopping and the new wells
that need digging. In 2022 our focus will be on the
water that is found in those wells, the ‘living water’ that
Jesus offers us. This ‘living water’ is the power of God
sustaining our lives and our faith, water that becomes
a spring of the Holy Spirit that not only nourishes us
but then overflows in our lives to the lives of those
around us. They might be very familiar passages, but it
is worth reading again the two key passages of John
4:1-42 and 7:37-39. Take a moment to receive again
that ‘living water’ from Jesus and allow the Holy Spirit to
refresh you and bubble up within you.

Across the year we will consider in more detail what
the ‘living water’ is and how we receive it. We will spend
time thinking about how we drink the living water that
we might be sustained in our daily lives as a disciple of
Jesus. We will reflect on how we share the living water,
recognising that as worshipping communities and as
Church Wigan we help one another to drink from the
well and also invite others to receive the ‘living water’
from Jesus. We will examine how we continue to
replenish ourselves with the living water, both
individually and as worshipping communities. Drinking
is not a one-off event, to sustain life we need to
constantly drink (think about how many drinks you
have during a day and so every week, month, year). For
our lives to thrive spiritually and for our faith to remain
vibrant we need to consistently drink of the ‘living
water’, regularly receiving the eternal life and the Holy
Spirit that will enable our lives to flourish as the people
God has created us to be and be fruitful in the
purposes he has for us.  

What happens next
During Lent there will be a series for all worshipping
communities to participate in Drink from the well:
‘Your kingdom come, your will be done.’

The Kingdom of God is central to our receiving of the
‘living water’, as it is about ‘eternal life’ (God’s rule,
purpose and blessing) breaking into our lives and
world. The Kingdom comes in Jesus and becomes a
reality today through the work and power of the Holy
Spirit. In Lent we will take the Gospel reading for each
week and examine what the Kingdom is, how we
enter the Kingdom, how we live in the Kingdom and
what it means for Jesus to be King. Lent is
traditionally a season of reflection on our discipleship
and preparation to celebrate Easter, so it is an
excellent time to consider how Jesus is King riding
into Jerusalem on a donkey, crowned on the cross
and risen from the tomb. 

A team of people have been working on resources
for use in groups with children, young people and
families, for adult study groups and for sermons and
prayer. Each worshipping community will be able to
use and adapt these as appropriate in their context
throughout Lent. The Well (7pm on the first Sunday
of the month) is a time when we regularly gather
across Church Wigan to drink of the ‘living water’ and
on March 6th, as we begin this series, we will explore
the longing and coming of the Kingdom of God
across the story of the Bible.  Jesus invites us, calls us,
to the well to drink so that ‘the water that I will give
will become in them a spring of water gushing up to
eternal life.’ (John 4:14). Our prayer is that together
we may come and drink of that water to be
refreshed, sustained and flourish in our faith and
discipleship, as we experience more of God’s
Kingdom come in us, amongst us and through us.

Jed's Pantry continues to go
from strength to strength
and now has nearly 100 
members.

The food ministry is doing
really well and there is also
a developing community
of people who meet together

regularly for a brew and a chat. You are most
welcome to drop in at JEDS or any one of our other
pantries and please pray that God will continue
working in the lives of all that they touch.
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Contact Church Wigan

Read daily reflections and join us for
prayer every day at 9am on
www.facebook.com/ChurchWigan
Donate to our Covid-19 relief work
www.churchwigan.org/justgiving

For genal enquiries call 01942 410910 or info@churchwigan.org
Phone anytime, leave a message and someone will get back to you.

Food or pastoral care contact foodprovision@churchwigan.org

David Ashcroft tells us about The Shed
'Run a mile' was my first response when God called
me to 'share his love with the men of Wigan!'
Thoughts of 'What are you asking me for? How can I
do that?' quickly followed. As it turned out, however,
God had some big ideas and, within a few months, an
ALPHA for MEN had commenced.

ALPHA was a success and we wanted to continue
meeting. So in 2018 “The Shed” was born, a safe
place for men to meet and chat without fear or
contradiction, to learn and to share their exper-
iences and their faith. Our motto is simply this: 
'To share God’s love with the men of Wigan.'

The format is simple: First Saturday of every month 
at Highfield Cricket Club 09:30–11:00, bacon and
sausage butties, tea and coffee. Like ALPHA, we
sometimes watch a short video, then simply talk, and
always have a short prayer time – no pressure. We’ve
had some fabulous times when members have
shared deep personal experiences but many lighter
moments too when we’ve just been for a walk or
even a day out on the train!

To reach out to the community we have created a
'Friends of Pemberton Station' group. This meets
every now and then to do a bit of tidying and is a
great way to bless our community, to meet people
and to share our faith. Looking to the future, we'd like
to expand our membership across the whole of
Church Wigan. The bottom line is this: The Shed is for
every man in and around Wigan, there’s no
expectation of membership, attendance or contri-
bution, just turn up when you can, join in if you wish
or sit and listen if you prefer. The one thing we can
guarantee is a warm welcome and an experience of
God’s love in action. What’s not to love?

This month we say goodbye to Tina
Nicholson, Associate Hub Leader
in Wigan Central, who is retiring.
She will move back to Liverpool to
spend more time with the family and

is looking forward to catching up with old friends and
seeking God for the next chapter of her life. Tina says,
'I've loved my time in Wigan and met some lovely
people. Wigan will always have a big place in my heart.' 

Thank you, Tina, for your faith, leadership and service
in Church Wigan and for the many times your smile
and gentle words have encouraged us. We bless  you
for the next stage of your journey.

Info/booking: www.surfstage.co.uk


